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CFS side event 

Transforming food and agriculture to end extreme poverty and hunger 

Monday, 15 October 2018 (18.00-19.30) 
FAO HQ, Green Room 

 

Background 
Food and agriculture play a crucial role in meeting SDG1 (no poverty) and SDG2 (zero hunger). Achieving 
targets 1.1. and 2.1 of the SDGs, on the eradication of extreme poverty and ending hunger by 2030 will 
largely depend on an inclusive and sustainable transformation of agriculture and rural areas, where 
most of the extreme poor and hungry live.  

Since the 1990s, economic growth, investments in rural areas and social protection have lifted millions 
out of poverty, but progress has been uneven across urban and rural areas, and also within rural areas. 
Today, about 736 million people live in extreme poverty, 80 percent of which live in rural areas. Also, 
about 40 percent of the rural extreme poor live in forests and savannahs. The poorest of the poor are 
also the ones who face highest levels of food insecurity and hunger, including those also working in 
agriculture, due to lack of investments in rural areas, but also due to conflicts, and the effects of climate 
change.  

The number of hungry people continue to increase, in 2017 there were 821 million undernourished 
people, reflecting a food system out of balance. Poverty and hungry usually go hand in hand, although 
there is also hunger inside non-poor households, affecting disproportionally women and children. 
Extremely poor households spend substantial portions of their income on food compared to the 
moderate poor and non-poor households, which makes them more vulnerable to food price spikes as 
well as other income shocks. The extreme poor have also less access to food of nutritious quality, lack 
the conditions for optimal food utilization, and their diets are less diversified. 

Paradoxically, the majority of poor and undernourished live in rural areas and most rely directly, or 
indirectly, on agriculture and natural resources for their livelihoods. They face many constrains that trap 
them into poverty and a future of food insecurity. Agriculture, as well as the related ‘off-farm’ sector, 
particularly that generated by food systems and the environment, have huge potential to provide jobs, 
food and income, but also foster more sustainable and inclusive structural and rural transformations. As 
countries develop, jobs will shift from agriculture to other sectors, but the need for food will keep 
growing, as much as the world population will.  

To make structural and rural transformation more sustainable and inclusive of the poorest of the poor, 
the world will need to leverage the enormous untapped potential of agriculture, food systems and the 
environmental sectors to drive agri-food development and create off-farm employment in expanding 
segments of food supply and value chains, develop agro-forestry and environmental services, while 
better equipping small cities and towns with services and expand the reach of nutrition-sensitive and 
shock responsive social protection systems in rural areas. National development strategies need to 
invest in people, especially the rural poor, who will be at the centre of the transition to sustainable 
agriculture and food systems. Finally, for growth and investment to reach the extreme poor, 
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governments will need to invest in dedicated programmes that can address the specific vulnerabilities 
and social and economic exclusion of the extreme poor.  

Objectives 
The side event ‘Transforming food and agriculture to end extreme poverty and hunger’ aims to raise 
awareness on the role of agriculture, food systems, and the sustainable use of natural resources to 
reach SDGs targets 1.1 and 2.1 by 2030. The event will address the following questions, focusing on the 
experiences of different country contexts to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger: 

 What are the characteristics of today’s extreme poor in your country? Where do they live and 
where do they do for their livelihoods? What are key interactions of hungry and poverty? 

 What are the different strategies that countries, international organizations, and civil society are 
proposing to end extreme poverty and hunger from the perspective of food security, 
agriculture, food systems and sustainable management of resources? How well embedded are 
these sectors in poverty reduction strategies? 

 What are the different actors of the international community doing to accelerate the 
eradication of extreme poverty from these angles?  

 

Expected outcome 
 Raise awareness and increase knowledge on the role of agriculture, food systems, and the 

sustainable management of natural resources, including the work of FAO, Dominican Republic, 
Colombia and India, as well as its partners, in addressing extreme poverty and hunger in rural 
areas at country, regional and international level. 

 Identify key challenges faced by governments, policy makers and practitioners in achieving SDG 
1 (no poverty) and 2 (zero hunger);  

 Identify opportunities for partnership 
 Call for action to embed agriculture and food security in national efforts to eradicate extreme 

poverty. 

Format 
The event will start with an overall presentation of the linkages between extreme poverty and hunger 
eradication with food, agriculture and the sustainable management of natural resources, calling for 
more intersectoriality across these sectors.  

Following the presentation, the event will have the format of an interactive panel, with the moderator 
asking questions to each speaker. A speaker from FAO will address the questions posed above and 
propose a way forward for a better incorporation of the issues in the countries policies and developing 
agencies support to countries, as addressed in the FAO’s Extreme Poverty Framework.  

The key note speech will be followed by countries strategies and perspectives on the challenges and 
ways forward. Representatives from Dominican Republic, Colombia, and India will present their views on 
main challenges for eradicating poverty and hunger. Representative from civil society (FIAN) and the 
donor community (tbd) will share their point of view on what is needed in terms of policies, mechanisms 
and developing agencies support to eradicate extreme poverty. The moderator will then open the floor 
for comments, questions and answers from the public. 



Draft concept note                                                                                                                                        v 09 10 18 

Agenda 

Moderator: Benjamin Davis, Leader of the FAO Strategic Programme to Reduce rural poverty 

Time Name and Organization 

18.00 Opening 

Jose Graziano Da Silva, FAO Director General (tbc) 

18.10 What is extreme poverty and how is it related to hunger? 

Ana Paula de la O Campos, Advisor, FAO Strategic Programme to Reduce Rural Poverty  

18.20 Interactive panel discussion moderated by Benjamin Davis (FAO, Leader of Strategic 
Programme on Reducing Rural Poverty) 

Distinguished speakers: 

 Representative of Dominican Republic (tbd) 
 H.E. Mohammad Hossein Emadi, Ambassador and Permanent Representative, 

Permanent Mission of I.R. Iran to the UN Agencies in Rome 
 Carla Montesi, Director  'Planet and Prosperity' in the European Commission's DG 

International Cooperation and Development (DEVCO) 
 Sofia Monsalve, Secretary General, FIAN International  
 Representative of Ethiopia (tbc) 
 Aslihan Arslan, Senior Economist (Research), IFAD  

19.05 Q&A 

19.25 Closing 

Brave Ndisale, Leader of the FAO Strategic Programme to Help eliminate hunger, food 
insecurity and malnutrition 

 

 

Proposed questions 

1. How much does the presence of high political commitment and dedicated resources make the 
difference in achieving poverty and hunger eradication? 

2. What is pro-poor economic growth and what sectors need to be boosted to benefit the poorest? 
3. What is the role of investments in ending poverty and hunger, and where should funds be 

directed to benefit the poorest? 
4. Do standard economic growth policies suffice to end poverty or do we need dedicated 

interventions to reach the poorest of the poor? 
5. What contribution can agriculture, food systems and sustainable management of natural 

resources make to accelerate extreme poverty eradication?  
6. What is the role of off-farm employment in ending extreme poverty and hunger? 
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7. What is the role of social protection in reducing extreme poverty and hunger? What is the 
experience in your countries? 

8. How can multi-sectoral approaches facilitate the inclusion of the poorest in agriculture, food 
systems? 

9. How do countries put in practice this inter-sectoral coordination? 
10. What mechanisms are there to support small-scale producers in a globalizing world? 
11. What is the role of rural organizations in providing services providing services to local 

communities, facilitate access to markets and technologies and influence policy design for 
poverty eradication? 

 

 


